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The Ner Tamid - The Eternal Light

Sivan 5769 - June 2009

-

JUNE CALENDAR )
JUNE 5TH Shabbat Torah Service - candle Iighting e 7 pm
JUNER2TH  Shabbat Torah Service - candlelighting e 7 pm
JUNE19TH  Shabbat Torah Service - - candlelighting e 7 pm
JUNE26TH  Shabbat Torah Service - - candlclighting @ 7pm
July 4th - FIREWORKS, DINNER, & MOVIE ... ....... .. 6:30pm.
RSVP 308-1%%3 or 625-0289 $15

e
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Mussar Class - Tl'lursclag nite s
7%2-1651  Led bg Carla EPstcin

Mussar means self - disciplinc. ..

i

self-betterment, and right conduct.

/
Kosher Meat Available
Congregation Beit Shalom
has whole chickens, chicken
breasts, legs & thighs, brisket,
and ground beef. From New York.
625-0289

MAKE YOUR SHABBAT
SPECIAL. .

SHAVUOT

KOSHER CERTIFIED.

ALL SHIPMENTS ARE PACKED UNDER
THE CONSTANT SUPERVISION OF THE
VAAD HARABBONIM OF THE FIVE
TOWNS & FAR ROCKAWAY.

/SHAVUOT MESSAGE N\
FROM RABBI BILL BERK

Shavuot cha”enges us to
clevelop extraorclinarg
spiritual imagjnation. We
are asked to remember
stancling at Sinai. We are
asked to remember
saying "yes" to Torah.
Ancient midrash and the
mgstical tradition would
even clﬁa”enge us to
recall and re-enact our
weclcling ceremony to
God. The Zohartells us
that with every
commandment the
Shichinah kissed every
single Jew at Sinai. Who
can handle all this
memory, this clﬁa”enge to
take it seriou519 and
deeplg, and the ritual re-
enactment of the whole
Sinai experience? Pve
alwags felt that there is

more. . . 2

continued pg.
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4 Garage Sale in the Works ) Nibble- Nosh -Nourish
A Jewish Cookbook

Please donate your items to the shul.

Ok K R R R % % % % % % Kk ok
Please call for Piclc up of your items or
hclp us bg ogcring to transPorl:.

Also needed are workers to run the
sales on one or both clags. .
Contact: cfsimonian@comcast.net

\_ 625-0289 or Carla @ 7321651 )

Barbara: 686-8736 $18
Save-Mart Shares Card
It is now possible for us to mail you a
shares card. Please call or e-mail for June birthday wishes go out to our friends:
your card. . When you swipe your card 7-Marli Saul Olson 9-Andy David
at the check-stand, Beit Shalom 11- Genevieve Blocker 15-Bobbi Walker
receives 3% of your total. 16-Norma Lannes 16- Patrick McFarland
NO COST TO YOU 25-Robin Simonian
Ruth: 741-1457 Cynthia: 625-0289
/ Con’t from pagel-- Shavuot Message from Rabbi Berk. . . \

imPortan’c task of sPiritual imagjnation on Shavuot. We ouglﬁ’c to be listening for the Torah coming to us
’coday. With the ground moving, under our feet, with economies shi{;ting, with many of us in financial turmoll,
with the internet culture moving from1.0t0 2.0, I'd like to suggest that the Torah for tocJag comes in
response to the uncertainty that's been thrust upon us. What is the Torah of how you respond to
uncertainty? As| reflect on our tradition two Principlcs stand out for me--what | call the realitg Princip!e
and the attitude Principlc The rea]i’cy Principle calls out to us-~-GET REAL. Deal with what is haPPening.
Don't live in Fan’casg. Don't live in the past. At the heart of the rea[itg Principle is an insistance on what the
Talmud four times calls on us to do~~lepas]1pesh b'maasav--to examine our deeds. When some one suffers
Berachot 5a counsels--examine your deeds. This examination is not for the purpose of blame. There is no
blame. Itis for the purpose of using, the tough moment to extract insiglﬁt and wisdom that mig}'ntjust be
Possible to dig out at that time. In Masechet Taanit the rabbis say the same tl'xing to a whole community
suﬁcering fromalack of rain. A community has the same obligation as an individual--to ask the difficult
question~~w|1at is my contribution to this situation? The attitude Princip[e calls onus to generate hOPC and
oPtimism. The attitude Principle insists that it is Possiblc to create hOPC even when you feel no ]’IOP€~~Faitl‘l
when you feel no faith, oP’cimism when you have none. You make this haPPen bg your deeds (keep walking,
keep cloing, kcep going) , your words (kcep Praying, seeking counsel, s’cudg), and your memory (the Avot
and Imahot, for examplc). Standing at Sinai this year|can't I’xelp but remember our Exodus from Eggpt. We
didn't believe Moses (Exodus 6:9) and we didn't trust God (the entire book of Exodus). still, we went

forward. We kept wa”dng. We survived. We came to a mountain where we took on the burden and '05 of

\Tora"]. With new meaning, in our hearts we made it to our Promised Land. Chag Sameach, Rabbi Bill Berk. /




